
 

Eugene C. Yount, Post 145 

The American Legion 

Department of Arizona 

 

General Membership Meeting 

Agenda and Minutes 

15 October 2025 

 

Location: Arrowhead Resort, 20025 N 81st Ave, Peoria AZ 85382 
 
Open the Meeting – Paul Johnson, Commander at 1820 (6:20 pm) 
Opening Prayer – Paul Johnson, Commander 
POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Preamble of the Constitution of the American Legion 
 
Roll Call - Adjudant 

Post Executive Committee (PEC) 
Position Name Present  

* Commander Paul Johnson ✅ 
* Vice Commander Robert Colony ✅ 
* Second Vice Commander Adam Delaney ✅ 
* Finance Officer Donald Hladik ✅ 
* At-Large Member Doug Patterson  ✅ 
* At-Large Member Tom Caisse ✅ 
* Adjutant Lynn Solace ✅ 
* Service Officer Marie Zavilla  
* Judge Advocate Judi Smith  
# Chaplain(s) John Low  

Jeff O'Dell  
# Sergeant-at-Arms vacant  
# Historian vacant  

 
* - Members of the PEC   
# - Reserve members of PEC 

Quorum met? YES 

Per the Bylaws dated June 2023: Article II, Section 3 states, A quorum in the PEC exists when a minimum of five (5) PEC members are 
present, with at least one (1) being the Commander, Vice-Commander, or Second Vice-Commander.  

 
Sgt-at-Arms - Special Guests –  

Member & Guest Sign in available on request from the Adjutant. 
 
Consent Agenda 
1.C. Adjudant Report: Lynn Solace  

Approval of prior minutes: Sept 17, 2025 
2.C. Membership Report: 
3.C. Vice Commander Report: Robert Colony 
4.C. Second Vice Commander Report:  Adam Delaney 
5.C. Finance Officer Report: Don Hladik  
6.C. Service Officer Report: Marie Zavilla 
7.C. Chaplain Report: John Low / Jeff O’Dell 



 

 

8.C. ALLECA Report:  Open  
9.C. Boys State Report: Open 
10.C. Scouting Report: Gary Vaughan 
11.C. SAL Report: Bill Ritman   
12.C. Oratorical Report: Paul Johnson 
13.C. Baseball Report:  Chris Murray 
14.C. JROTC Report: Joe Dellamarggio 
15.C. VA & R – Be the One:  Paul Johnson  
16.C. Judge Advocate Report: Judi Smith 
17.C. Web Master Report: Luis Simpson , Dan Madore, Kim Branch 
18.C. Social Committee Report: Robert Portillo  
19.C. Planning Committee Report: Vice CDR Roy Cirincione 
 
Regular Agenda 
Old Business 
20.R.      RESOLUTION:2025-1 THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA 
                DATED: Aug 13, 2025 
22.R.   By-Laws Completed and need vote of the GMM before posting on website. 
New Business 
23.R.   Sexual Harassment 
24. R. Initiation of New Members next meeting 
 
Good of the Legion 
 
POW/MIA – recover  
Prayer 
Flag Salute  
Adjournment 
 
 
Post Executive Committee Agenda 
Attachments 
 
1.C. Adjutant Report: Lynn Solace 
Oct 15th , 2025 -  Minutes - Approval of prior minutes: Sept 17, 2025 
Location: Arrowhead Valley Apartments 20025 N 81st Ave 
Peoria, AZ 85382 
Post 145 website: www.eugenecyountpost145.org 
 
2.C. Membership Report: 
October 2025 Adjutant Report 
¶ Austin Hawkins transferred from Post 117. Austin served in the Army 

I move that all veterans listed in the October 2025 Adjutant Report be accepted as 
members of Post 145. 
 



 

 

 
3.C. Vice Commander Report: Robert Colony 

 
 
4.C. Second Vice Commander Report:  Adam Delaney 
 
a.  November 8th & 9th 2025 at the previously agreed upon locations 
*****Need to have Auxillary put in a request for Memorial Day or any other date they 
want***** 
83rd and Deer Valley 
67th and Happy Valley 
59th and the 101  unless 91st Ave and Union Hills is available. 
 
SIGN UP SHEETS FOR THESE DATES ARE IN THE BACK OF THE ROOM – THESE IS OUR 
FUND RAISERS AND OUR OPPORTUNITIESFOR MORE MEMBERS AND WE HAVE A TON OF 
FUN.  
 
 



 

 

5.C. Finance Officer Report: Don Hladik   
 a. Post 145 501(C)(19) account 
 IRS changed the accounting year end to June 30. 
 Filed form 990-N for 2024-2025 tax year. 
 b. Pending: Waiting for the insurance company to correct the post mailing address 
on the 
 policy. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

6.C. Service Officer Report: Marie Zavilla Volunteer Hours Report 

 

 

 
 
7.C. Chaplain Report: John Low / Chaplain Jeff O’Dell 

CDR Tom Core passed away on 14 Oct 2025 – former Post CDR of Post 25 
CDR William “Bill” Ritman, Father-in-Law passed last week  

 
8.C. ALLECA Report:  Open  

Nothing to report - 2026 
9.C. Boys State Report: Open 

Nothing to Report - 2026 
10.C. Scouting Report: Robert Colony 

Nothing at this time  
11.C. SAL Report: Bill Ritman   

Meeting held on Sept 22, 2025 CDR Ritman conducted.  
Minutes attached   



 

 

12.C. Oratorical Report: Paul Johnson 
Updates in September 2025/2026 – New Assigned Topics  
Topics attached for dissemination  
a. Assigned Topics for 2026 Oratorical Contest 
Amendment IV 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized. 
Article III Section 3.  Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying 
War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No 
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to 
the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 
The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no 
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the 
Life of the Person attainted. 
Article IV Section 4.  The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; 
and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature 
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 
Article VI Clause 3.  The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the 
Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, 
both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or 
Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required 
as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. 

 
13.C. Baseball Report:  Chris Murray     

Nothing to report – 2025/2026 Season will have a new sponsor  
14.C. JROTC Report: Joe Dellamarggio 

2025/2026 – New CDR of JROTC at SDOHS -  
15.C. VA &  R – Be the One:  Paul Johnson 

Submit your questions to the CDR for discussion. – New House bill affecting 
Property Taxes forthcoming. To be posted on ECY web-site, 100% disability property 
tax waived.  Taxes reduced as percentage is less.  (Depending if your property tax is 
not higher than 31,000)  then it is a percentage of that.  You may need to see a tax 
consultant for further information.  Once the house bill is in effect it will be clearer. 
(Oct 2025)  Maricopa County you must have a form filled prior to March 1st 2026 in 
order to be eligible for the deduction, after that, September 1st 2026 is extended 
deadline.   

16.C.  Judge Advocate Report: Judi Smith  
Report – Sexual Harrassment and Discrimination annual training  

  
17.C.  Web Master Report: Luis Simpson, TBD  

Nothing to Report 
 

18.C.   Social Committee Report – Bob Portillo 



 

 

Social Schedule – October-Fest Brats on GMM meeting hope this was a good 
evening tonight…more meetings like this to follow  
 

19.C.  Planning Committee Report: Vice CDR Robert Colony 
More planning in progress -   

 
Old Business 
20.R.      ECY Foundation Budget Proposed – discussed in PEC report attached to 
agenda.  
 
21. R.    RESOLUTION:2025-1 THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA 
                DATED: Aug 13, 2025 – Resolution attached to agenda  
23.R.   By-Laws Completed and need vote of the GMM before posting on website. – 
previously discussed and motion to accept the By-Laws.   
ü Motion  by Daniel McSparran to approve the by-laws as writte n, with second. The 

motion pass ed. 
 
New Business 
24.R.  Sexual Harassment and Discrimination Training   
25.R.  Initiation of New Members   
 
ü Motion  by Luis Simpson to move the November PEC meeting to November 13, with 

second. The motion passed. 
 
 
Good of the Legion 

1.  

 
 

2. 10/18 Buddy Check Calls 0900 sign up at the General Meeting.  We need our 
members to come and make phone calls to members and possibly new members.  

3. 2nd Annual Lantern Walk on 12 November @ 5:15 pm – ASU – supports the Brandon 
Caserta Foundation – Please plan on attending this wonderful event.   

 



 

 

POW/MIA – recover  
Prayer 
Flag Salute  
Commander Johnson adjourned the meeting at 1921 hours (7:21pm) 
 
 
Attachments: 
I.  
SAL Minutes; 

 
EUGENE C. YOUNT, POST 145 
SQUADRON 145 
DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 
GENERAL MEMBRSHIP MEETING 
 
Meeting held in Vistancia 
28471 N Vistancia Blvd 
Peoria, AZ 85383 
25 September, 2025 
 
Post 145 website: www.eugenecyountpost145.org 
 
Opening Prayer  
MIA/POW Ceremony   
Pledge of Allegiance 
SAL Preamble 
Roll Call 
 
Committee Roll Call: 
Members Present: CDR William Ritman, Gary Vaughan, Paul Johnson, Jon Forsythe, Brad 
Shafer, Robert “Bobby” Shafer. Members excused were Vice CDR L. Cosgrove, 2nd Vice 
CDR D. Cosgrove. Finance Officer B. Johnson has resigned from office, adjutant has not 
been appointed at this time.    
 
Commander William Ritman opened the meeting at 18:10 (6:10 pm) 
Minutes for the last General Membership meeting May 2025, were not available at this 
time, Acting adjutant Paul Johnson will be looking into the issue and report back to the 
Commander on the issue for file. They were not presented at this time and filled. 
Reports: 
Adjutant Report was given by Paul Johnson; New members Jon Forsythe, Brad Shafer, 
Robert “Bobby” Shafer were listed as new members, motion to accept new members into 
the squadron, seconded and accepted.  
Elections were held in May 2025 with the following individuals elected for Squadron 145: 
CDR William Ritman – Commander Squadron 145 
Vice CDR Liam Cosgrove 
2nd Vice CDR Decian Cosgrove  



 

 

Finance Officer Bradley Johnson  
No other reports were presented at this time. 
Unfinished Business: 
1. None. 
New Business: 
1. Finance Officer has resigned and this has left a vacancy, a review of the by-laws to 
appoint a new finance officer in the near future will be conducted. (Tabled) 
2. U.S. Bank notice to close the account was sent in July 2025, this notice and 
subsequent casher’s checks were sent out by the bank.  We are following up to re-open the 
account next week.  
3. Membership dues are pending once the account has been re-opened and the cards 
will be sent out to the membership.  Acting Adjutant Paul Johnson will follow up on all of 
this action.  October goal is 55% membership  
4. Swearing in of new members by CDR Ritman, Jon Forsythe, Bobby Shafer, Brad 
Shafer. 
The Good of the Legion: 
1. October 11th Stand-up for Veterans – 7:30 – 1:00 pm – VFW post 
2. October 11th Tattered Flag ceremony by CDR Vaughan 
3. October 11th Adopt-a-Street by Post 145 to be held, volunteers for this event  
 
Closing Prayer was given by CDR William Ritman 
Adjournment: 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:10, (7:10 pm) Next meeting TBD. 
 
Paul Johnson 
Acting Adjutant Squadron 145  
Sons of the American Legion 
The American Legion 
Department of Arizona 
 
II.  

Foundation Financial Report; 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 
III.  
Post 145 Financial Report; 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
IV.  
RESOLUTION 2025-1  
 

RESOLUTION:2025-1 THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA 
Origin: American Legion Eugene C Yount, Post 145 
DATED: Aug 13, 2025 
Title: Change the term limit for the position of Department Commander 
WHEREAS: Article VI, Section 1c of the Department of Arizona Constitution and 
BYLAWS Revised June 26, 2022 establishes the term limit for the Office of 
Department Commander and Department Vice Commander shall be for one year or 
until the next election of Department Officers. Amended June 25, 2000 and 
WHEREAS: this places a time restriction on the position of Department Commander 
and  
WHEREAS: this places a limitation on the Department Commander’s position and  
WHEREAS: the ability of the Department Commander to complete and therefore be 
it  
RESOLVED: that the Department of Arizona Constitution and BYLAWs be amended 
to not exceed two(2) years, therefore be it 
RESOLVED: that the position of Department Commander could be re-elected to a 
second one(1) year term and be it finally  
RESOLVED: that the Department of Arizona Constitution and BYLAWs would show 
an Amendment to change one (1) to two (2) years. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Lynn Solace 
Adjutant 
 


